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ETHIOPIA 
ADDIS ZEMEN CALLS FOR ‘DECISIVE MEASURES' IN OGADEN 
LD221218 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD/EA 


(Text ] Today's editorial of the Amharic daily ADDIS ZEMEN focuses on the security situation 
in southeast Ethiopia. It quotes Comrace Chairman Mengistu, who observed in Bale on 
Tuesday that Ethiopians should not ignore foreign, paid agents of destruction who aim 

to create chacs in the Ogaden region. The paper writes that there are still areas in 
Ethiopia where reactionaries and Somali expansionists have not been completely elin- 
inated. Ome of these areas in Bale where, ZEMEN explains, despite commendable effort 

in the area to participate in the development campaign, the people have not been free 

from infiltrators and sabotage. 


ZEMEN warns that agents of Siad Barre's expansionist dreams should be dealt with once 
and for all. The paper mentions that there is a movement inside Somalia, the Salvation 
Pront, struggling to overthrow the Barre regime, and encourages the Somali people to 
stand up for their rights. In conclusion, ADDIS ZEMEN calls for decisive measures to 
rid the area of counterrevolutionaries. 


KENYA 


NEW 5-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PIAN LAUNCHED 
LD230600 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD/EA 


{Excerpts ] The president, Mr Daniel Arap Moi, today launched the new national 5-year 
plan for the years 1979 to 1983 at a ceremony held at parliament building. 


The president said this was the fourth development plan since independence and must 
be viewed within the major goals and achievements we set for ourselves as a nation 
after achieving independence. 


He said the aims of the new develop plan since independence and must be viewed within 
the major goals and achievements we set for ourselves as a nation after achieving 
independence, 


He said the aims of the new development plan, as the past ones, include individual 
freedom, including freedom of consent, freedom of association, freedom from fear and 
freedom from want. He stressed that these freedoms imply reciprocal responsibility 
on the part of every Kenyan. He said in the new plan the intention was to intensify 
our efforts towards the well-being of our people. 


Noting that the theme of the new plan was alleviation of poverty, the president said 
focus on poverty was not a new thing. He said since independence our gross domestic 
product was doubled in real terms, while there has been an increase of 51 percent in 
per capita income, 


He said although there will be emphasis on poverty alleviation, this should not lead 
members of our society to sit back and expect the government to do everything for them. 


The president said the new plan calls for growth in gross national domestic product 
to 6.3 percent -nmally. The semimonetary sector will grow at a rate of 2.6 percent, 
whereas the monetary sector will srow at 7.1 percent per annum, 
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The president said that as population will also grow at an annual rate of 5.5 percent, 
our total output per person will only increase at a rate of 2.8 percent per annuz. 


He said the attairment of targets set in the new development plan will lead to signifi- 
cant improvements in a number of fields. The percentage of those in productive 
employment will increase from 90.6 percent to 92 percent of the labor force. The 
president said universal adult literacy «ill be achieved by 1983. The number of 
doctors per 100,000 people will increase from 10 to 12, and the number of nurses for 
the same number of people will increase from 95 to 110. The president said the 
proportion of smali-s..1le farmers with income below 120 pounds per year will be 
reduced to 40 percent. The president said access to potable water will be improved 
both in the urban and rural areas; nutrition and living standards will in general rise. 


UGANDAN EXILES BEGIN 5-DAY MEETING ON PROVISIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
4WC230952 Paris AFP in English 0935 GMT 23 Mar 79 WC 


(Excerpt) Wairobi, March 23 (AFP)--Ugandan @xiles of all different tendances are to 
meet today in Moshi, North Tanzania, to try to coordinate their battle against President 
Idi Amin's regime. 


The Kenyan daily newspaper DAILY NATION, citing exile sources in the Tanzanian capital 
Dar es Salaam, said the meeting, to last three days, would study setting up provisional 
administration in the south Ugandan regions already controlled by anti-Amin forces. 

An “interim council" will be formed, given the task of setting up later a "transitional 
government" before elections were held. 


The Moshi meeting, sources told the nation, had been organized with Tanzanian Government 
agreement which was to send Poreign Minister Benjamin Mkapa as observer. Former 
Ugandan President Milton Obote, a refugee in Tanzania since 1971, was hesitating to go 
there, fearing that several movements would present there a strategy to prevent his 
resuming power. His party, the Uganda People's Congress (UPC) will nonetheless be 
represented. 


TANZANIA 
IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT WARNED TO BE ON ALERT FOR 'SPIES' 
LD221150 Dar es Salar= Domestic Service in Swahili 1000 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Text] Arusha--The Immigration Department is required to be alert and fight spies who 
enter the country with the additional aim of sabotaging the economy. Closing a 4-day 
seminar for immigration officials, secretary of the party in the Arusha region Ndugu 
(Suvelwa) said the security economy and development of the country depends largely on 
the extent to which the Immigration Department screens those who enter the country. 

He said that as a result of Tanzania's implementation of socialist and self-sufficiency 
policy and its full commitment toward the attainment of independence for the African 
continent, foreign countries are sending agents to spy on Tanzania. Wdugu (Suvelwa) 
added that many foreigners, especially from Uganda, have been recently arrested for 
Spying and for engaging in black-marketeering aimed at weakening the country's 


economy. 
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BEN IW 
PRES IDENT KEREKOU RECEIVES RWANDAN DELZGATION 
PA221446 Paris AFP in French 1614 Gf 21 Mar 79 PA 
[Text ] Cotonou, 21 Mar (AFP)--President Matheiu Kererou received on Wednesday in Cotonou 
a Rwandan delegation headed by Habimana Nyirasafali Gaudence, member of the Central 
Committee of the National Revolutionary Movement for Development and secretary general 
of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Cooperative Movement. The announcement was made 
by the BENIN PRESS AGENCY. 
According to the agency, the chief of the Rwandan delegation noted that she had conveyed 
to President Kerekou a "fraternal and friendly greeting" from President Habyarimana as 
well as an invitation to attend the “summit” of heads of state of the French-speaking 
African countries scheduled to be held in Kigali from 22 to 25 May. 
Regarding the relations between the two countries, Habimana said that Benin holds «a 
privileged position insofar as Rwanda is concerned and that Kigali wishes te further 
strengthen bilateral ties. 

GHANA 
GHANAIAN DEFENSE MINISTER, DELZGATION VISIT WORTH KOREA 
Por Pyongyang KCNA account. of the visit to North Korea of a delegation headed by the 
Ghanaian Defense Minister Joshua Hamidu see the North Korea section of the 2] March 
Asia & Pacific DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 

IVORY COAST 

HOUPHOUET -BOIGNY MEETS WITH SOUTHERN AFRICA NATIONALISTS 
PA230237 Paris AFP in English 0228 GMT 23 Mar 79 PA 
[Text ] Abidjan, March 23 (AFP)--Ivory Coast President Felix Houphouet-Boigny had a 
joint meeting last night with South-West Africa People's Organization (SWAP®) President 
Sam Nujoma and Joshua Wkomo, co-leader of Rhodesia's Patriotic Front guerrilla movement, 


Informed sources here said President Houphouet-Boigny might have a second session of 
talks with the two southern African nationalist leaders today. 


NIGERIA 
OBASANJO: RETURN TO CIVILIAN RUIZ TO TAKE PIACE 1 Oct 


1D222515 lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 22 Mar 79 ID 


[Excerpt] It has been restated that there is no going back on the decision to return 
the country to civil rule, Addressing the second seminar of members of the armed forces 
in Kaduna, the head of state, Lt Gen Olusegun Obasanjo, said that the army would hand 
over power to an elected civilian administration 6 months and 9 days from today. He 
told the participants that the seminar was to (?clear doubts) and to remove anxieties 
about the future of the military in the presidential system of goverment, 
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MADAGAS CAR 
SUPPORT POR SBYCHELIZS ON U.S. FLAET ISSUE ANNOUNCED 
PA221657 Paris AFP in Prench 0902 GMT 20 Mar 79 PA 


(Text] Antananarivo, 20 Mar (APP)--Madagascar supports without reservations the efforts 
being made by the Seychelles Islands before the United States regarding the eventual 
establishment of a new U.S. fleet in the Indian Ocean, President Didier Ratsiraka has 
stated in a message to Seychelles President Albert Rene. 


This was Retsiraka's reply to a message Rene had sent him asking him to do everything 
possible to prevent the establishment of such a fleet at Diego Garcia Island. 


In his response, Ratsiraka noted that the courageous and militant position outlined by 
President Rene in his message of 9 March to President Carter has the unqualified support 
of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar. 


The U.S. initiative is all the more condemnable because it runs counter to a UN resolution 
and the Soviet-U.S. agreement not to increase their military and naval forces in the 
Indian Ocean, Ratsiraka said. 


The Malagasy president added that the nature of the U.S. plan is such that it seriously 
compromises peace in the Indian Ocean. He further assures President Rene of his per- 
manent advocacy of peace, stability, justice and socialism. 

NAMIBIA 
TERRORISTS KILL MEMOER OF OVAMBO ASSEMBLY 
Lb211242 Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 GwT 21 Mar 79 ID 
[Text] A member of the Ovambo Legislative Assembly, senior headman (Paulus Shanika), 
and his wife (Johanne) have been murdered by terrerists. The South-West African Command 
of the Defense Porce said this morning that the murders were committed earlier this week 
by a band of terrorists armed with AK-47 submachine gins. The terrorists entered the 
hea@man's village near (Sanani) in the tribal area during the nigit. after murdering the 
two people the terrorists set fire to the village. 
S. APRICAN DEFENSE PORCE MEMBER KILLED IN OVAMBO 
1D221156 Pretoria INFORMATION SERVICE OF SOUTH APRICA in English 0951 GuT 22 Mar 79 WD 
[Text] Windhoek--A member of the South African Defence Porce and three terrorists died 
in an encounter earlier yesterday in the operational area of northern South-West Africa/ 
Namibia, the South-West Africa Command said in a statement here last night. 


The Defence Porce member was Lance Corporal Johannes Gerhard@us Olivier, of Pretoria. 


The statement said the incident ocourred in western Ovambo after a group of 10 terrorists 
enoountered a security foree patrol. Corporal Olivier and three terrorists were killed 
in the ensuing action. 
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RHODESIA 


U.S., UK ENVOYS TO MEET BLACK MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


LD221436 Salisbury Domestic Service in English 1115 Ger 2 Mar 79 LD/CA 


[Text] The British and American envoys Mr Stephen Low and Mr Robin Renwick are to meet 
the three black mambers of the Executive Council in Salisbury today. Speaking to the 
RBC [Rhodesian Broadcasting Corporation] this morning, Mr Low said they would be meeting 
the black ministers individually and would be in Salisbury for 2 cr 3 days. He was 
unable to state whether they would meet the prime minister, Mr Ian Smith, who is in 
South Africa and is not expected to return to Rhodesia until the weekend. 


Mr Low said the visit is part of a series of continuing contacts to put forward the 
stand and perspective of the British and American goverrments. He said the visit should 
be viewed in the same light as previous visits he has made to Rhodesia accompanied by 
Mr Graham of the British Poreig office, 


SOUTH AFRICA 
BBC TV INTERVIEWS PORMER INFORMATION SECRETARY RHOODIE 
LD221436 London BBC Domestic Television Service in English 2115 GMT 21 Mar 79 LD 


{Interview conducted by BBC journalist David Dimbleby with Dr Eschel Rhoodie, former 
South African information secretary, on 17 March, carried a special edition of the 
"Tonight" program--place of interview not specified) 


{vext] [Begin recording] [Rhoodie) If it was necessary for me, for example, to influence 
a particular journalist to stop writing anti-South African articles, for example, anti- 
investment articles, if it was necessary for me to send him to Hawaii with his girlfriend 
for a month, then I should be able to do so, 


[Question] To send him to Hawaii? 


[Answer] Yes, for a month's holiday at our expense. And I said, if necessary, if it was 
necessary for me to purchase a fur cost for a politician or an editor, I should be able 
te do so. [end recording) 


[Dimbleby] Good evening, Eschel Rhoodie, the former South African secretary for infor- 
mation, speaks out publicly for the first time about the secret goverrment projects that 
he masterminded, The South Africans spent 65 million rand, that is nearly 40 million 
pounds sterling on 170 secret projects a11 over the world designed to further their 
interests and to neutralize their opponents. The scandal threatens to bring down the 
South African Goverrment, but also seems likely to cause great embarrassment in other 
countries if the allegations that have been made turn out to be true. As @ result of 
internal inquiries into the use of the funds, Rhoodie, accused of theft and fraud, fled 
South Africa and has since been in hiding, moving from country to country, his passport 
confiscated and a warrant now out for his arrest. Rhoodie himself has been on the run 
for 3 months, taking careful precautions a1] the time to cover his tracks. We didn't 
know where he's been siaying. We've contacted him only through messages left at pre- 
arranged times. On Saturday we arranged to meet him in a hotel room in a European city, 
which he insisted shouldn't be identified, It wasn't, as some reports have said, in 
Paris. At the prearranged time he walked in and we filmed this interview, 
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Now already one person, Dr Robert Smit, who appeared to kmow too much about South Africa's 
secrets, has been murdered. Yesterday a former South African Judge said that the killing, 
which was in November 1977 had been carried out by foreign mercenaries flown from Britain. 
So I first asked Rhoodie about his om safety. [begin recording] 


[Dimbleby] Is there a possibility that you might be seized against your will and taken 
back to South Africa’ 


(Rhoodie] Legally, I don't think so. I think that would depend entirely on the country 
in which I happen to find myself at the moment. I don't think that the South African 
authorities have any local standing here. I don't think they can order such instructions-- 
the local govermment can. 


{Question} But I mean you could be snatched by the South African secret service and 
bundled away? 


[answer] I suppose that is possible. 
{Question] Is that a risk you considered? 
[answer] I don't know whether they're contemplating that. That I really don't know. 


[Question] Already in this whole affair one person has been killed--Dr Smit, when he 
was about to allege currency swindles that led to the first commission's being set up. 
Are you in possession of information which would make it worth anyone's while to kill 
you in order that you wouldn't speak? 


[Answer] Well, that's a difficult question because it depends on whoever looks at this 
sort of information, whether they are going to feel terribly embarrassed or being 
threatened by the disclosure. I would like to think that I don't have that sort of 
information. [end recording] 


[Dimbleby] ‘The information Rhoodie does have as former secretary of the Department 

of Information is knowledge of all the secret projects his department was involved in. 
Hardly a day now passes without new allegations being made--that the South African 
Government paid politicians, paid journalists, paid labor unions for various services, 
that they helped fund Jimmy Carter's primary campaign in New York State, that they 
helped fund a group of pro-South African MP's in Norway, that they started newspapers 
and, more insidiously, tried to buy their way into existing newspapers to change their 
political stance. It's been alleged, for instance, in the United States, that they 
backed a bid by an American publisher, John (McGough), for the Washington STAR to the 
tune of $12 million, (McGough) hotly contests this and anyway his bid failed. They're 
said to have set up research organizations with grandoise files, which purported to 
write objectively about South Africa, but were in practice no more than front organi- 
zations of the South African Government. A whole range of projects were designed to buy 
friends and influence people. [begin recording] 


(Dimbleby) What record do you have of the secret projects yourself? 


[answer] Well, of course, being the main charge, my memory serves as a record and I 
have dictated everything that * know onto tapes. I also have other tapes that were not 
dictated. 
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I also have certain Key documentation containing the signatures of, for example, Mr 
Vorster and Mr Horwood and I also have documentation summarizing all of the secret 
projects which the government had undertaken over the past 5 years, including the 
current projects. That includes the code numbers, code names, the file numbers, the 
amounts of money spent, mames of people, the summ~y of the projects, who received what, 
the people that were directly involved in the field, all that is contained in one mass 
of documents. And all of that is safely locked away in a safe, end actually in two 
Gifferent safes in a bank vault somewhere in Europe. 


[Question] Now are you ever going to release any of that inf: mation? 


[Answer ] Well, I've taken the decisions under the present circumstances that I will not 
release the tapes and I will not release the documentation to anybody. I have taken 

that decision and I've given my word for it, I've signed for that and I intend to honor 
that--under the present circumstances, But, of course, the circumstances could change. 


[Question] What do you mean by that? 


{Answer ] Well, I think I've made it clear already that if I were to die an unnatural death 
or if I were to be taken back to South Africa against my will, or imprisoned on trumped-up 
charges and so on, then my lawyers have instructions what to do and I think the cir- 
cumstances could then be different, 


[Question] You mean that the material would be released if anything happened to you? 
{answer ] Yes, I think the material would be released then, 


[Question] So you're using the tapes that you've recorded as a guarantee to your own 
safety, in effect. 


{Answer ] Yes, you can put it that way. That's one consideration, The other consideration, 
of course, is that I don't intend to go back to South Africa. In fact, I don't wish to 
go tack to South Africa after what happened, And furthermore, I don't want to go back 
against my will either. And in those circumstances or if I'm imprisoned for trumped-up 
charges and so on, then the situation would change as far as I'm concerned. 


[Question] Have any threats been made to you about what might happen if you 4id reveal 
what was on the tapes? 


{Answer ] There were threats made to my family in South Africa. But beyond that I don't 
want to give any information, 


[Question] Were any threats made directly to you? 

{Answer ] I don't want to comment on that, 

[Question] These tapes which have been much talked about, is that you describing what 
you 414 in your period at the Ministry of Information? Is tha’) what they contain or 
do they contain recordings of meetings with ministers and with other people? 


{answer ] I don't think that I should give you any further information on what's contained 
in the tapes. 
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[Question] ‘There did appear to be an attempt, it was said, to buy the tapes off you 
or to buy your silence by the former head of BOSS--the Bureau of State Security--in 
Paris a week ago. Did you give him the tapes or access to the tapes or has he seen or 
heard the tapes?’ 


[Answer] He heard some of the tapes and he also saw the documentation, And certainly 
the question of selling the tapes should be seen in its proper perspective. I had 
felt that the only way the public in South Africa could learn of what the Department of 
Information, particularly in my case, had actually been doing, that there were a lot of 
good things that we had done and a lot of important achievements that we could put on 
our records. But the only way to do this would be to go to a public forum and to say 
it. 


[Question] If you feel so strongly that the South African public has a right to know what 
was done, why don't you go out into the forum, as you say, and tell them what it was you 
were doing 


{Answer) Well, the image that exists, of course, after the Department of Information 
and particularly my role in the secret projects, is really an extremely neg.tive one. 
The public really doesn't know what we did and what an enormous scale that we tried to 
Go and what we'd achieved. But to go out into the public now would mean blowing all 
of those secrets and I think the consequences for South Africa would be disastrous. 

So it's an extremely difficult matter. 


[Question] Why do you say that if you told the story it would destroy the South African 
Government's relationship with other countries? 


[Answer] Because of the nature of the operations, the type of projects that was under- 
taken and methods that we used and the people that we involved, I think that it would 
have disastrous consequences for our foreig: relations with a mumber ef major Western 
countries, 


[Question] Was what you were trying to do with the secret projects to buy support for 
South Africa's policies from people who otherwise wouldn't give their support, 


{ Answer) No, I wouldn't put it that way. Let's say that we were using the funds to 
establish crganizations and institutes, and to support groups and individuals to 
persuade them to back South Africa on certain important issues, 


{[Question] When you say persuade them, you mean to get them to go against their own 
Judgment and for money So come out in favor of South Africa’ 


[Answer] Wot necessarily so, That was in all cases...or let me put it in this way, 
there were certainly individual cases where we had used money to persuade a person who 
would perhaps normally have been anti-South African, to adopt a more neutral attitude 
at least. Or if he had been lukewarm or neutral toward Sovin Africa, to adopt a more 
positive attitude, or perhaps to keep us informed of the developments taking place in 
anti-South African organizations. 


[Question] What kind of person would that have been’ 


[Answer] Well, thove would be people that I think you would clarsify among the opinion- 
formers and decision-takers, I suppose that would include politici..s and some newspaper 
people. 
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(Question) Members of Parliament’ 
[Answer] Members of Parliament. 
[Question] In Britain’ 


[answer] I don't think I should--you know--comment on any particular country and so on. 
But we were anxious to find out whet the anti-South Africa organizations were plaming 
to do. That was very important to us to counteract whatever they were Going. 


[Question] Did you attempt any, what I think is called, disinformation--did you 
attempt to get rid of anyone or to make an organization's efforts against South Africa 
useless’ 


[Answer] Well, I hope I misunderstand you when you refer to getting rid of somebody. 
But disinformation, yes. That's a tactic that's supplied and is used by almost 
everybody in this field, If a certain organization, for example, was out to arrange 
an anti-South African rally or was trying to get companies to disinvest and withdraw 
investments in South Africa, then obviously we would put people in that field to argue 
against them and we would, perhaps, send out notices ané documents cancelling the 
meeting so that the other party wouldn't know what was going on. That sort of dis- 
information, we were involved, yes. 


[Question] It was alleged that you did that with the anti-apartheid movement in 
Britain. Is that so’ 


[Answer] Well, I don't know of any particular love for the anti-apartheid movement in 
Britain and on a mumber of occasions we did that, yes. 


[Question] Can you remember any particular occasion’ 

[Answer] Wo, I don't think I want to go into the details of any particular occasion. 
[Question] What about opposing prominent politicians who were against the South African 
Goverment and its policies? Did you Go that on any scale? Finding ways of discrediting 
them or removing then from office’ 

[Answer] I don't think I should comment on that. 

[Question] Can we talk about one or two of the projects that have become public 
knowledge? Like, for instance, the attempt to buy the Washingten STAR through 

(MoGough). Why did the minister of information want to do that? 


[Answer] I don't think the Ministry of Information ever admitted that it was going to 
buy the Washington STAR, I certainly haven't done so, 


[Question] It's been generally reported that there was an attempt and that ( Me@ough) 
himself was using, I think--the FAND DAILY MAIL say around $11.5 million-<-of South 
African information money to do it, 


[Answer] That's true, I saw these reports but I don't think that there has been 
any admission on my part or anybody else's part that this is true, 
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{Questin] Is thet the kind of operation that you aight have considered 
[Answer] I think you can say so, 
[Question] Why’ 


[Answer] Well, our assessment that we've made before we \eunche( this program was 

based on « very, very expensive market analysis we undertook in 16 major countries in the 
world and which cost me many hundreds of thousands of Gollars, And it was obvious that 
the effort to isolate South Africa and to silence South Africa was increesing a little 
by the month, and it was essential that South Africa should have certain avermes of 
communication with the world through the .edia, so that if drastic action was contemplated 
against us, then at least we would be able to use those chammels to eet to the public 
anéd to get to the world and to warn them and te tell them what is going on. I think 

it is very essential for a country such as South Africa to have a way of making itself 
heard, because you know that we get no chance whatsoever in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 


[Question] How important was the United States as a target for this kind of operation 
from your point of view 


[Answer] Very important. The United States, Britain, Prance and West Germany--those 
are the four most important countries as far as South Africa is concerned, And, of 
course, a country such as Japan, 


[Question] You've sai¢ you made payments to politicians and people who could influence 
public opinion ané you said that the United States was one of your major targets. So 
one must aseume that you made payments to politicians in the United States. Would that 
be a correct sssumption’ 


{Anewer] I think in the case of the United States I can say categoricelly that we didn't 
make payments to politicians, Of course, there are various other important groups of 
infivence in the United States except [as heard) the politicians. But I cannot recall 
that we ever had such an operation, 


[Question] You can't recall any payments to people involved in elections or anything 
like that? 


[Answer] Well, if we were involved in such an operation, then certainly it's not 
something that I would disclose, So, let's say, I can't answer a hypothetical question 
there. 


[Question] Did you pay any money to trade wilonist? People like that, who migit be 
wanting to take action against South Africa’ 


[Answer] Well, certainly the trade unions anywhere in the world would fall in that 
group, that I would define broadly speaking as opinion-formers and decision-takers and 
in some countries, of course, they are more important than in others, And certainly I 
would say that it would be in our interest to establish friendly contacts in trade 

union movements and to try to influence ther, for example, not to take any drastic action 
against South Africa, But I'm not saying that we made any payments to then, 


[Question] But Dr Rhoodie, when you talk sbout establishing friendly contacts, people 
automatically assume now, don't they, that money passed hands? 
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[Answer] Well, I know in this sort of thing people assume a lot of things. But I think 
you should take it from me that unless I state categorically that such payments were made, 
they were not made, 


[Question] And are you saying no payments were made anywhere in the world to trade 
unionists or labor leaders? 


[Answer] Wo, I'm not saying that it wasn't miije anywhere in the world, 
[Question] But you're just not saying where it was made? 

[Answer] I'm just not saying where because I don't want to identify that. 
[Question] What were eyes set on in Britain? 


[Answer] Well, we were interested in the communications field, the media, all aspects 
of the media. 


[Question] Were you going to try and buy a national newspaper or something? 
[Answer] We were considering that. 
[Question] Which paper’ 


[Answer] Well, I don't think that is important at the moment. I think the principle is 
sufficiert. 


[Question] You were going to try to secretly buy a British newspaper which would then in 
effect be owned by the South African Goverrment? 


[Answer] Well, it had to be done secretly because I don't think that there would have 
been any chance of success if the South African Department of Information had made an 


open approach, 
[Question] What's the morality of doing that? 


[Answer] Well, morality, I think, like objectivity, is in the eyes of the beholder. 

If you fourd yourself in the position we found ourselves in, that we couldn't get a 

fair hearing anywhere in the world, that the positive developments were being obscured, 
that we had no voice in the General Assembly of the United Wations or any important forum 
in the world, then I think that your perspective on morality changes very rapidly. You 
then get to the stage, ac was said by the Minister of Information Dr Mulde~, that when it 
came to the future survival of South Africa, then, of course, rules and regulations don't 
apply. And then, I think, moral’ty flies out of the window, It all depends on the pre- 
dicament you fin’ yourself in. (end recording] 


[Dimbleby] The South African Government has in effect said that they knew nothing of all 
these secret projects. They were the sole responsibility of Connie Mulder, the minister 


of information, who now resigned in disgrace, of his henceman Dr Rhoodie and General van den 


Bergh, former head of BOSS--the Bureau for State Security. 
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What is more, a government inquiry, the Erasmis Commission, found a host of 
irregularities in the way that the three of them had ected. Of Rhoodie it said that 
the irregularities committed by him point to theft, as well as complicity in theft, 
and freud through which the state suffered great loss. Of Mulder, that he was lax 
and negligent. But under the heading “findirgs of innocence” the commission cleared 
the former prime minister, now state president, John Vorster, His integrity, it said, 
was umblemished, The Minister of Finance Owen Horwood was exonerated of all blame. 
Ard of South Africa's present prime minister, P. W. Botha, Erasmus said: His hands 
are clean in every respect and his integrity remains unblemished for his great task 
as prime minister, The present government, not perhaps surprisingly, accepts this 
version, The prime minister, in a no-confidence debate in Parliament just a month 
ago, said that he would resign and go to the country if the Erasmus Commission found 
that any member of his Cabinet kmew of irregular use of state money. 


Wow Eschel Rhoodie claims that this document proves thet they did and that therefore 
Botha should resign. This is a photostat taken from a photostat from Rhoodie's safe, 
He says that the original is on the files of the Department of Information in Pretoria. 
It's a letter authorizing payment for some of the secret projects for 1976-1979, 
signed, Rhoodie claims, in May last year by the present Minister of Finance Owen 
Horwood, At that time no one was publicly admitting any secret projects, not even 
Mulder or Rhoodie. Under the South African coat of arms, the letter is from the 
Ministry of Information. It's headed top secret and addressed to Senator Horwood, 

the minister of finance: 


Dear colleague, in accoriance with article 2, subsection 3 of the statute on 
expenditure for secret services, I hereby advise you that the Department of Information 
is intending to allocate the money which you are making available to it in the current 
financial year for the following service categories, 


There follows a list of 135 different categories of expenditure, Some of ther 
apparently innocuous enough like publications, conferences, but, more significantly, 
including front organizations and collaborators, It ends: 


I would appreciate it if you would agree to the allocation of 7,850,500 rand for the 
above purposes, With friendly greetings. And it's signed by Connie Mulder, Minister 
of Information, The critical date is handwritten in the bottom left-hand corner: 

12 May 1978. And the letter is countersigned over a treasury stamp on that same 
date, according to Rhoodie, by Owen Horwood, minister of finance, [begin recording] 


[Rhoodie] The significance of that is simply that the present South African 
Government, particularly the minister of finance, who is a member of the informal 
subcommittee of the government, has virtually publicly called me a liar and that he 
was never involved in this, he was not a member of such a committee, he didn't 

know of such a committee, he didn't approve of secret projects and so on. He didn't 
approve them, And yet there is his signature on the latest document approving 
expenditure for the current financial year. So I think the point that I'm making 
there is that the allegation made in public that Dr. Mulder and myself are solely 
responsible for the secret operations undertaken, that is untrue, 


[Question] Are the list of projects on that paper so vame as to be almost 
meaningless’ 
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[Answer] I don't think it could possibly be described as vague to anybody in the know 

in South Africa. Perhaps to the general public who is not aware of this sort of infor- 
mation. When the minister of finance epproves expenditure on a secret document for secret 
front organizations, then obviously in government circles and terms that means a lot. 


[Question] What are your feelings about the present Goverment of South Africa? 


[Answer] There are men in the present government in South Africa for whom I have great 
respect as persons and individuals. A man like Senator Owen Horwood: I really respect 

the man's ability and his capacities and so on. And I am flabbergasted that they are so 
scared of admitting that they knew about secret projects and approved them, because I 
would rather like to see a couple of people stand up and say yes, we approved the projects 
but we did not approve some of the others. I would rather see them get up like Cary Player 
and say: Yes, I was involved in a secret project and I am proud to have been associated 
with it because it had a first class objective. 


[Question] Would not some people say that you were betraying the Afrikaaner by talking 
in the way that you are? 


[Answer] I think somebody who makes such an allegation should have their head examined 
because the people who have been betrayed as people--such as Dr Mulder and General van 
den Bergh and myself--we were entrusted, with the knowledge of the prime minister and 
other ministers, with some of the most important and sensitive secrets that South Africa 
ever had, secrets that I do not want to hint at. We were entrusted with that, we 
produced the results and suddenly because of a leak out of the press we're made up to be 
a bunch of no-goods with no responsibility, we acted all on ouwr own. That is something 
that is completely uncomprehensible to me, I cannot understand that attitude on the 
part of the South African Government. 


[Question] Whom do you blame for the attacks on you? 


[Answer] Well, it is not only the attacks on me, of course, it is the attacks also on 
Dr Mulder and Ceneral van den Bergh. I primarily blame the previous prime minister, Mr 
Vorster, because he is in a position to clear up this matter. He could have done so, 

but I understand and I respect the position of the state president, that it would be very 
Gifficult for him to get involved now in « matter which is so emotional, so politically 
emotional, in South Africa today. So that is a dilemma which he finds himself in, tut 

I blame him because I believe that Mr Vorster could have handled the leaks that finally 
led to all of us being blown wide open in a different way. 


[Question] But you are saying he knew everything that you knew? 


[Answer] That is correct. Mr Vorster knew of every :ajor project that we were ever 
involved in, whether it is the establishment of THE CITIZEN in South Africa. [sentence 
as heard) We knew all the projects, so did Dr Mulder, and as far as I am concerned so 
4id Senator Horwood, and that these were reported to them in detail on an annual basis. 
They knew it, they could have stopped anything if they thought it was immoral, illegal 
or politically unwise, 


{Questia@n) But P.W. Botha, the present priie minister, according to the Erasmis report, 
has hands that are clean in all this, so why should he be worried about what comes out? 
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[answer] Well, clean hands of course could be interpreted in many ways. If the 
allegation ir that the present prime minister was never involved in a secret project 
which my former Department of Information had financed, then that is totally untrue 
because there are at least two or three projects in which the prime minister--the 
present prime minister--was directly involved. There were two projects which he had 
initiated at Cabinet level and which I partially paid for from secret funds of the 
Department of Information. So I am afraid in that respect it is totally untrue. 


[Question] What projects were those? 
[answer] These were secret projects. 


(Question) But you are saying that the present prime minister initiated secret 
projects and that you paid for then. 


{answer] Yes. Well, I paid partly for one and paid entirely for the other one. 


[Question] But he denies that--I mean he says he had no involvement at all in any of 
this funding. 


{answer] Well, if I were to give the details of those projects, then I think that it 
would be very dangerous for the prime minister to deny that sort of things. There are 
at least 20 officials in the Department of Defense and in the Department of Information 
whom were involved in one of those projects and I cannot see the prime minister's making 
such a denial. 


(Question) But isn't the difficulty that you are now charged and there is a warrant 
to be issued for your arrest on grounds of fraud and theft involving these very funds, 
and a skeptic might say well: of course, he is just now trying to lay the blame on 
people who were not involved to protect his ow name? 


[answer] I think it is the very fact that I am not prepared to accept a situation 
where I am the only scapegoat that has infuriated the government. And I think it is 
the very fact that I am, that I dared as an individual to publicly lay the responsi- 
bility at the feet of the people who were responsible. That is a [word indistinct] 
reaction and as far as I am concerned this warrant of arrest, that is a pure matter 
of polit‘cal revenge that is now being taken on me; it is nothing but political per- 
seoution, it has a political motive and nothing else. 


[Question] Would you be prepared to go back and answer the charges? 


[answer] Under certain circumstances I woula certainly go back but I do not think that 
I have a snowball's hope to have a fair hearing in South Africa, because first of all 

it is no use going back to South Africa and appearing before a committee which hears 
evidence in secret. I would like to have everything aired in public and that can only 
take place in a court of law in South Africa. Now in a court of law the entire Erasmus 
Commission's report, the entire secret report, would have to be published. I would 
need to have the opportunity for my lawyers to cross-examine all of the witnesses, which 
includes the state president, the present prime minister, the members of the Cabinet, 
and so forth. And I do not think there is any chance of that ever happening. 











VIII. 23 Mar 79 E 12 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


[Question] What are you going to do now? You are on the run, your passport has 
been withdrawn, there is a warrant out for your arrest, and you cammot, I suppose, 
have very many friends in the outside world? What are you going to do? 


[Answer] Well, I do have some friends left in the outside world to whom I am extremely 
grateful for taking care of me in the past couple of months. Certainly I do not 

intend to go back to South Africa, Even if I could--because the bitterness that has 
been engendered and the destruction of every bit of idealism that I had in terms of 
the work that I tried to do; and I can tell you this, that I really worked 16 hours for 
many many years--that with all of that virtually destroyed and with what happened 

to me in South Africa, that the political persecution, even if I could go beck to 

South Africa today my wife and I feel that we would rather make a new start over here. 
{sentence as heard] [end recording] 


[Dimbleby] After that interview was recorded this weekend, Rhoodie disappeared again 
and, although everyone is now looking for him, he's not yet been found, 


Meanwhile, in South Africae the storm over his claims about the involvement of the 
South African President John Vorster and other Oabinet ministers threatens to bring 
down the government and, to force an election which without much doubt the nationalists 
would win once more, Rhoodie's allegations tonight that the prime minister himself 
was involved in two projects will no doubt only serve to make things worse. But 
perhaps we should end on a different point because, despite the scandal, despite the 
unearthing of the growing number of secret projects, it seems that South Africa 's 
attempts to put across policies which much of the world finds unacceptable continues 
just as before, at least if Rhoodie's word is to be believed, 


(Begin recording] [Dimleby] How many of the projects you were involved with are 
still going on now? 


[Rhoodie] I believe that this was told to me by one of the officers evaluating the 
projects, that more than 50 percent--in other words round about 60-65 projects--have 
been reapproved by the administration of P.W. Botha and are therefore ongoing 
operations. So, at least in the eyes, therefore, of the new government, we did not 
do so bad, 


Botha Responds to Allegations 
1D221220 Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The South African prime minister, Mr. P.W. Botha, says the government 

has never denied knowledge of secret projects. What is being denied is that the 
present Cabinet had any knowledge of the financing with state funds of the 
Johannesburg newspaper THE CITIZEN or of any irregularities concerning the secret 
project. Mr Botha was reacting to allegations by the former secretary for information, 
Dr. "“schelRhoedie, who said among other things that the prime mindster had been 

aware of the secret project. The allegations were made by Dr. in « British 
television interview last night. 


Mr. Botha pointed out that the instruction to the Erasmus Commission of inquiry hed 
been that it should report before March 51 this year on the question of whether any 
member of the present Cabinet knew of any subsidization of THE CITIZEN newspaper 
before the facts had become known following state investigations. The commission 
also had to investigate knowledge of irregularities in the former Information 
Department. 
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Horwood Charges Treason 
LD221908 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The South African minister of finance, Senator Horwood, says the former South 
African secretary of information, Dr Rhoodie, is committing treason against South Africa. 
Speaking in the Senate in Capetown, he said that in this treason Dr Rhoodie was being 
supported by the hostile British Broadcasting Corporation and some South African 
nevspapers in his slanders against the state president and the prime minister. 


The atmosphere in South Africa was being polluted with slanders, lies and deception as 
never before. Senator Horwood said the miserable lies and false attecks uttered by 
Dr Rhoodie indicated an obsession to discredit treasury officials and the previous 
auditor general. 


He believed that Dr Rhoodie had transgressed so many treasury instructions, financial 
laws and exchange control regulations thet im Rhoodie felt the only way of saving 
himself was to cast asversions on the p An question. 


Senator Horwood said he had approved a fixed amount for the secret projects of the Depart- 
ment of Information, because without that money the department would have ceased function- 
ing. Senator Horwood said he had acted scrupulously at all times and had never approved 
a single secret project of the deparment, neither had he been aware of any irregularities 
before they had been revealed by a government inguiry. The South African Government had 
never been corrupt and had standards as high as could be found anywhere. 


POREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES MONITORING OF SWAPO BASES 
LD221224 Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 79 LD 


(Text) The South African foreign minister, Mr Roelof Botha, said the fact that the use 
of electronic equipment to guard the South-West African border is being investigated does 
not mean that South Africa has accepted it as a substitute for the effective monitoring 
of SWAPO bases outside the territory. Mr Botha was speaking to newsmen in Windhoek @uring 
a brief stopover on his way from New York to Capetown, where he will report to the govern- 
ment on the latest South-West Africa talks. Mr Botha said the officer commanding South- 
West Africa Command, Major General Geldenhuys, has remained behind to inspect electronic 
equipment which the west had proposed could be used to guard against infiltration on 

the border. The general would spend the next day or two looking at the equipment and its 
efficiency. Mr Botha said the monitoring of SWAPO bases still remained the main stumbl- 
ing block to be overcome in the South-West Africa issue. 


Turning to the latest proposals put forward by the West in New York, Mr Botha said his 
goverrment would first obtain the opinions of the various political parties in South- 
West Africa, thrwugh the a@ministrator general, Mr Justice Steyn, before making «a 
Gecision. In reply to a question, Mr Botha said he had asked the Western five to go 
back to the so-called frontline states in an attempt to get their cooperation in the 
implementation of the settlement plan. This is in the interests of everyone in 
southern Africa, including the frontline states. 


Before addressing the news conference, Mr Botha conferred in private with Mr Steyn. 
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